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The lower down the scale the less the obser-
vance of prayers, rites, and ceremonies, till the
animists do little more than make obeisance to the
sun in the morning, to the lamp at night, and bow
before the painted stone strewn with flowers as they
pass it on their way to and from the village and
the fields.

The Hindu, provided he observes the rules of
his caste, is pretty free to do what he pleases, within
certain limitations, and no one of them is bound
to believe more than he likes of his own religion.
Only the philosophically minded probably trouble
about the division into dualists, who believe that
the human will and the material world have dis-
tinct existences, and the non-dualists, who believe
that nothing has any separate existence from the
one God. Not one Hindu in a thousand troubles
himself about such matters, but most of them wor-
ship Siva, or Vishnu, generally in the latter case in
one or other of his manifestations or incarnations.

It is a singular thing, and marks abysmal in-
capacity to approach the very threshold of know-
ledge on the part of the English public, that it
never realises that though caste is the guiding-star
of the inhabitants of India, those who are accepted
in England as authorities on Indian political and
other subjects, are invariably those who have shaken
off what they call its trammels, and eat beef and
drink brandy like Europeans, and, like them, by no